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Animals Policy

Children learn about the natural world and animals as part of the development requirement of the Early Years Foundation Stage. This may include contact with animals in the setting or on visits. All animals have potential Health & Safety risks. 

We carry out risk assessments accounting for hygiene or safety risks.
Any animals brought into the setting are risk assessed by their owners detailing how the animal will be handled and any potential safety or hygiene matters. We will always check for allergies before any visits.

We regard all children’s beliefs, allergies and anxieties and we always do our best to abide by them.

If we ever need advice on anything, we make contact with:

Local vets - Thaxted vets

Health and Safety Executive- www.hse.gov.uk 

NHS Pet Hygiene- www.nhs.uk/livewell/homehygiene/pages/pet-hygiene.aspx 

RSPCA- www.rspca.org.uk 

When planning for the children at times we go on trips to the Zoo and the Local Farms which will all be risk assessed appropriately. We also have visits from ‘Zoo Lab’ at the Nursery at times which is also risk assessed and planned effectively.
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